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The majority of schools in South Africa are
obligated to use the national curriculum, which
is a one-size-fits-all programme designed for
classroom use on masses of children. The ac-
companying cartoon highlights one of the main
weaknesses of such a system.

Homeschoolers, however, have the freedom to
use whichever learning materials they choose.

In the Pretoria High Court, a comment was
made in March 2011 that the national curricu-
lum is not binding on independent schools and
parents who educate their children at home.

For new Homeschoolers, choosing learning
materials can therefore be quite a daunting un-
dertaking as there is so much to choose from.

Even for those who have already started, the
variety of options can undermine their confi-
dence, as parents tend to wonder if they have
made the best choice for their children. Many
parents are constantly comparing what they
are doing in their homes, with what children in
schools or other home schools are doing.

It takes some time to build up confidence,
experience and a good knowledge of the many
choices and then to have the wisdom and
discernment to pick good options for each of
your children.

Most parents starting out with home school-
ing still have a very school-based idea of what
education involves.
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Their limited understanding based on the
classroom model is only one slice of the pizza
that could be called Education.

Because it's a huge responsibility to take on the
education of your children yourself, instead of
delegating it to a school, new homeschoolers
very often choose a very highly structured, all-
in-one curriculum package which is very like
what they experienced at school:

1 a text book for every subject

a time-table to stick to in order to get
through the syllabus for each subject
in a prescribed time

assignments

tests

constant assessment and
examination services
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What they are in fact doing, is replicating the
school system at home.

They choose something that is familiar to them
because they feel insecure and a curriculum
package that covers ‘everything’ and offers ac-
countability gives them security. We call these
programmes ‘canned curriculums’ - some
even offer different coloured boxes for each
gradel

Martie du Plessis of Dynamis, a home school
consultant, reports that after two years, most
home schooling families are stressed out or
burnt out and either put their children back into
schools or decide that they need to change the
curriculum that they use.

It's sad, that for so long, they persist and try to
persevere with something that is taking the joy
out of educating at home.

For any readers reading this, who are very con-
tent with their canned curriculum, the advice is:

“If it's not broken, don't fix it

In a minority of families, both the parents

and the children have the right personality
types and learning styles for these structured
programmes to work successfully, but in most
cases, the rigidity and the pressure of sticking
to the programme spoils the home schooling
experience for the family.

In 18 years of home schooling, we have found
that one of the biggest challenges for home
schooling parents is to break away from the
model of education that we received in school
as this is not the model of pedagogy (teaching)
that works best in the home school scenario.
You see, once we take our children out of
school, we have to take the school out of the
children...

..as well as 12 years of schooling out of the
parents, before it really starts to go well!

So, eclectic or customised home education is
the alternative to canned curriculums and do-
ing school at homel
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