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Families In The

The work of Dynamis sees me travelling
extensively, and has also exposed me to meet-
ing many families, one of which is the Greeff
family from Vereeniging.

The Greeff's - Johan in the corporate world
and Ilona a trained teacher - started home
educating their children ten years ago, not
because the mom was a teacher, but because
Johan believed that home education entailed
freedom and afforded more growing opportu-
nities. At the time their children were aged 6, 4
and 1, and at the time of writing they are 15, 13
and 10 respectively. The ten-year journey had
its equal share of challenges and positive expe-
riences. One challenge the family had to face
was when Henro, the eldest, was involved in a
serious accident in October 2013, leaving him
in ICU for two weeks with serious head injuries,
and in an induced coma for six days. The fam-
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ily had to rely on the prayers of family, friends,
and other believers and God's hand only, and
today testify that they have experienced the
authenticity of miracles in their lives. Henro
amazingly survived this trauma and today he
is a bright, gifted young man without any brain
damage (as was predicted).

This experience also saw Johan declaring the
need for a second chance to equip his children
in different ways and to be personally involved
in their educational journey. The result was a
change in direction and a renewed vision for

a different education that was geared more

to real-life experiences and expectations -
while the vision was clear to Ilona, the ‘how’
remained unknown and uncertain. The chal-
lenge lay in changing her mind-set, of the end
goal not being a matric certificate, but rather
that her children would be allowed to live and

be exposed to real life (relevant) situations
through their unique gifts. Ilona soon realised
that she had to embrace the uniqueness of
their educational journey since this journey
differs from family to family.

The Greeff family changed the direction of
their lives literally by acting on the parable of
the bread and fish, and started to work with
what they had. As a single income family they
were forced to move out of their comfort zone
to generate additional income, and jointly
decided to work at this together. Through this
the children got first-hand exposure to real
business and real survival skills. Johan, being an
entrepreneur and now working for himself di-
rected the way. Ilona, being a hands-on teacher
and witnessing her kids enjoying this type of
approach over the years, decided to use this
method to expose other children to the same
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